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Nina Osegueda, of Washington, DC's A Sound of
Thunder, describes her band's music: "I can't think of a better way
to describe us other than 'Heavy Metal'. Classic Heavy Metal,
maybe? Progressive? Sometimes a little power Metaly, thrashy... but
in the end, Heavy Metal."






As a female in a male-dominated genre, was there
ever a problem with being taken seriously? "Absolutely. I've been
told that the best way to market myself is to wear short skirts and
show more skin. I've been asked to include backup dancers. I've
been asked to sing a song about revenge sex to get more male
listeners. A lot of people don't think of us as singers, they think
of us as female singers. I'm glad my band doesn't do that."






Nina's favorite female musician? "Doro. She's
powerful, but she doesn't use the sex schtick to make herself more
'marketable'. She lets her voice speak for itself."






What is she sick of seeing in the Metal scene
these days? "Two words: Goth tutus."






How does she think people perceive the 'Metal
Chick' label? "I think a lot of people think we're a bunch of Amy
Lee clones. We're supposed to wear cute Goth dresses and sing like
The Little Mermaid while the guys around us play Metal."
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Weirdest place Nina found a female Metal fan?
"We were playing a gig in someone's garage, in Manassas. Hundreds
of high school kids and people from the neighborhood came from
miles around for free beer and Metal. The owner told me that I
reminded him of someone he couldn't quite place, then he
remembered! Dorothy Pesch. Doro. He said he watched her in the 80's
and absolutely loved her and how she sang. The best part of this is
that our next gig was an opening slot for Doro's show in
Virginia."






Most embarrassing Metal moment? "I was at a
pretty high-profile gig in another state, and one of my travel
companions drank so much vodka he passed out in the bathroom. They
kicked him out of the venue, so he lay in the sidewalk for the rest
of the night, leaving me to make excuses and apologies."






Best stage moment? "Opening for Sabaton, this
October. We were the only openers, so we got to play a much longer
set. I milked that for all it was worth and gave my best
performance."






Is your boyfriend/husband/significant other a
musician? "Nope. We met in college where we both majored in media
art and animation. He's a video game artist."






www.facebook.com/asoundofthunder

www.asoundofthunderband.com






Long live Heavy Metal!!
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"I'm a fan of Black Metal for all
that it involves; I have always believed it is more than a genre
because there are many factors involved: philosophical,
mythological, a great connection with nature, war and above all
Satan. Its an ideology that I believe and follow its
precepts."



"A band of girls that really impressed me since childhood is L7.
Probably the first time that I heard about them was about 7 or 8
years ago and the strength and dedication with which they played
blew me away."
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"In Mexico there are many concerts of local bands, almost every
weekend; but nowadays I'm not really a follower of the local scene.
On the other hand there are a few foreign band concerts here in
Mexico and I try to go to as many Black Metal gigs as I
can."



"In the Black Metal scene is not common to
see women who are true warriors on stage. I have seen many, a lot
behind a keyboard and as years have passed I realized it was just a
fad for them and a very few have remained."

 


"Some foreign bands I follow are:
Astarte, Cadaveria and her participation with Opera IX, Mythic or
Demonic Christ, and in the local scene I've heard Labei Ritual,
Benatnash but the only worthy one for me is Maledictvs."
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Upon Shadows is a two-women Dark Metal band from
Montevideo, Uruguay, Natalia Arocena on bass, and Tamara Picardo on
guitar, keyboards, voices and programming.






Tamara Picardo answered a few questions for us,
and tell us about the band's beginnings: "Upon Shadows is my
project I started when I was playing keys in Eclampsy in 1995, one
of the biggest Death Metal bands of my country. I played with them
for seven years and started this band in the middle of 2002. I was
trying to find a new way for my music."






"Upon Shadows music style could be inside of
Dark Metal, full of keyboards and atmospheric parts. For the first
release the band was formed as a trio, conformed by following
musician friends: Marcelo Aguilar in guitar and lead vocals in demo
2003 (ex Thy Dominion / Requiem Aeternam). Natalia Arocena in bass
guitar (ex Sigma Sentinel /Alsirat/ Asgard), and I."






"The demo album was called
Upon Shadows and there are fourteen
tracks (about 45 minutes) with a big range of keyboards, effects
and dark ambience. The atmosphere of both music and lyrics have a
conceptual thematic, a CD that talks about magic and
myths."

"In 2009 I took up the vocals as well.
We released The Huge Circle Of
Time, a short album of six songs, divided in two
parts. The first three tracks are total Dark Metal and the last
three are instrumental keyboard songs."






"One year later Melodies In Grey Scale was released, again with
some changes in the lineup. This time the band became a female duo,
with me taking over guitars as well. And the result is the most
personal work of all."






"The main concept of this new album is a
reflection about depression, where the message is that sadness in
all its shades of grey doesn’t go by the hand of weakness, and how
people into Metal always are able to see beauty even in the darkest
places."
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http://uponshadows.webs.com/

www.reverbnation.com/uponshadows

www.myspace.com/uponshadows_


www.facebook.com/pages/Upon-Shadows/128947133826217

www.youtube.com/user/MorbibFenris


www.facebook.com/pages/Tamara-Picardo-Official/126585144089672






Upon Shadows is total homemade underground from
South America.

Their material can be ordered at Satanica
Production (New Zealand), or downloaded for free at their pages,
and also at


http://moonlightgate.blogspot.com/search/label/Upon%20Shadows

www.taringa.net/morbidfenris

www.metaldemos.com/bands/upon-shadows-id86
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Kati De Alba, of San Leandro CA USA-based 42 LBS
- and only eighteen years old! - describes her band's sound as
Groove Metal. She's very proud to be a part of the band. "I play
bass. My rig is a BC Rick Warlock through an Ampeg SVT4 PRO head,
700watt 215 Vintage Ampeg cab with two 15" Blackwidow speakers, and
a 500watt Peavey combo amp."






When asked about a boyfriend Kati said: "Yes, my
boyfriend is my drummer. It's actually a nice story. Back when it
was just me and my singer (who was also the guitarist at the time),
we were looking for a drummer. One day while walking down the
hallway at school, I saw a guy air-drumming but he walked past me
and it was ridiculously crowded at the time so I couldn't approach
him. A week or so later, I saw the guy sitting with his friends on
the planter box of a tree. I went right up to him and was like 'do
you play drums?' and he looked at me like I was crazy. We had never
met before. I explained how I saw him air-drumming, and he gave me
his number and we arranged for my singer and I to see him play
drums. After he played for about a minute we both agreed that he
was in. He was awesome. My family is very musical, and most of my
cousins are in bands. My main influence, Anthony, had always told
me to not date my band members because it causes drama. I had no
intention to end up dating my drummer. When he asked me to be his
girlfriend I shouted no, and then every other answer that I
possibly could have said. We ended up together and have been strong
for about a year and a half. There wasn't even any drama within the
band about it. We were able to be band-mates and partners
separately."






How does she think people perceive the 'Metal
Chick' label? "I think people see Metal chicks as tough girls not
to fuck with. They seem a little weirded out about how much I don't
care about what they think or what they say."
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As a female in a male-dominated genre, was there
ever a problem with being taken seriously? "Yes, but I feel like it
might have actually helped our band because the idea of a young
female bassist in a Metal band of guys got us a lot of attention. I
also feel like people were less judgmental of my skills and paid
more attention to just watching me. I didn't have any 'problems',
so to speak, with being taken seriously other than within the
band."






What is she sick of seeing in the Metal scene
these days? "Those horrible bands like All Time Low and the other
bands with names that are phrases. The way they sing and complain
and get all whiney pisses me off. And it pisses me off even more
when people call that Metal."






Weirdest place Kati found a female Metal fan?
"My mom. She likes to listen to jazz and Cheryl Crowe stuff. And
she loves Strapping Young Lad.
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Most embarrassing Metal moment? "Well, the first
show I played with my band was at our high school's open mic night.
We played one song and the crowd went wild, which was awesome
because we never thought a bunch of gangster kids would be going
'dumb and hyphy' on tables for Metal. After one song, a teacher
came and told us we had to stop, we kept making a bunch of noise
because we were pumped and still had a few songs to go, so she
unplugged our amps which pissed me off so I went up to her and
flipped her off right in her face and yelled f**k you! There's a
video of it on youtube, haha."






Best stage moment? "When we played in our high
school's Battle of the Bands. They had one band play at lunch each
day for a week; we were the last band. After one song, we already
had attracted the biggest, loudest crowd of all the bands, and we
had people moshing that had probably never heard Metal in their
lives. We ended our set with "Black Label" by Lamb of God which is
famous for their 'Wall of Death.' We had a Wall of Death, and it
was the greatest feeling to see that for us. Gives me goosebumps
just thinking about it."
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Brittanyka Todd

Age 22

Virginia Beach, Virginia, United States











"Otep was my first Metal chick
experience. When I first met her, I thought she was a god! She
owned the stage and seeing the reactions of other fans- and
watching how they relayed her lyrics back to her- was unreal.
Everyone got so into it. I also feel like her songs are always so
honest and straight-forward and I love listening to what she has to
say."

"I don't know if Evanescence is
considered Metal, but they also dragged me into the mix as well. I
absolutely love Amy Lee's haunting voice. I get goosebumps
listening to their songs and the lyrics are so
relatable."
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Anais Chevallier, of dark symphonique Metal band
Black Knight Symfonia, based out of Monaco, talks about being a
woman in Metal and if she's had any problems: "No. Now they have
many band's with girls and it's an honor to be aprt of that in
Metal."






Black Knight Symfonia was founded in
January 2008 by Michaël (Saga) in order to create an Epic musical
journey that could meld orchestrations with powerful Metal guitars
and sensitive vocals. The band has two female singers, an
operatical female singer and a melodic female singer. In 2009 Black
Knight Symfonia released their first concept album
Heavenly Chaos. The band is
currently in the studio to record their second album, which should
be released in late 2011.






Anais, who is from Nice, France, says there is
not much of a Metal scene in her country. She cites Tarja Turunen
as her favorite female musician. "She's the symbol of grace and
force in Metal. She has so much charisma and her voice is
magic."






She doesn't think any moment is embarrassing
when it comes to Metal. "Fun is good. There are no embarrassments,
only craziness."






The band she loves the most with a female
member? "I'm a fan of Arkona, they are a folk group. Russian Pagan
Metal with Masha as their extraordinary singer! Their music is
amazing with great emotion and energy! The lyrics are sung in
Russian or in neighboring clear growl voices, both by Masha. She's
a real show girl! This is my example for my career."






www.myspace.com/bksymfonia
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Kelley Heckart

Age 47

Lake Havasu City, AZ, USA






www.kelleyheckart.com






"I love hard rockin riffs and pounding
drums. It's kind of a primal thing and very inspirational to my
creativity. Metal evokes the feeling of magic and ancient time
periods that I like to write about."






"I need metal to be able to write my
books. Without metal music, my Muse would run off. Keep on
rocking!"
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"People perceive Metal Chicks as easy, doormats,
and stupid… just a few words that come to mind," says Ginger Coyote
of Hollywood, CA USA's White Trash Debutantes. Ginger describes her
band's sound as "Old school Punk with Metal overtones."






As a female in a male-dominated genre, was there
ever a problem with being taken seriously? "Daily. But you learn to
get tough and rise above all the sexism. But sometimes it is
hard."






She talks about Joey Ramone: "He supported women
in bands as he was an all-around great person." She's also fond of
Betty Blowtorch. "They were the best."

What is Ginger sick of seeing in the Metal scene
these days? "Boring all-male bands that live and play the
stereotypical Metal."






Weirdest place she found a female Metal fan? "A
senior citizen who works at Ralph's on Western and Hollywood Blvd
in Hollywood, CA."






www.punkglobe.com

www.whitetrashdebutantes.com
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Jaym Gates

Age 24

San Francisco, CA USA











"I work as a manager for an
Industrial/EBM and fetish entertainment group in North Carolina,
and am starting up a branch out here. I've missed most shows this
year, but I'll usually be at one every other week or
so."






"Forget going to the big clubs. Find
the dive bars and start listening to the bottom ranks. It's amazing
what gems you can find!"
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Mel Mari of Vallejo, CA USA-based Death Under
Fire, is very adamant about her band's fit into subgenres of Metal.
"We are Metal, we don't do subgenres!" she proclaims.






What is she sick of seeing in the Metal scene
these days? "Subgenres! Way the fuck too many, it's either good
Metal or bad Metal. Hottest chicks in Metal lists. You don't hear
anything about their music, just their tits and asses."






How does Mel think people perceive the 'Metal
Chick' label? "I think we don't get taken seriously as musicians by
many and we as women perpetuate it by selling ourselves that way to
get promotion and to be heard, its a vicious circle. I understand
it's a brutal music business and so much competition but I would
like to see us be judged on our music."








"First of all, a shout-out to our guitarist
Lorrissa Martinez. She is awesome and has a great feel and groove
in her playing. Debi Gunn of Sentinel Beast because she was doing
it at the beginning. Otep for poetry and determination. Angela
Gossow because of her brutality and great band, Christina of Lacuna
Coil and her beautiful voice which so many try to copy but she is
the original."






"I love female Metal fans just like I love male
Metal fans. It's their passion for the music and dedication to the
scene and support of us all."
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Best stage moment? "I have a few of them:
opening for Death Angel, great crowd and awesome guys; opening for
Dragonlord ( Eric Peterson of Testament's Black Metal band). Also,
one time when an old dude came up to me who wasn't into Metal and
started to cry and told me how much I touched him and I reminded
him of Tina Turner."






Most embarrassing Metal moment? "I tend to get
really out there in my performance. I really don't know what I am
going to do and I always wake up with bruises and bloody knees etc.
One time in the middle of our song "War" I was on a high 5-foot
stage and I was collapsing in a section of the song and I fell off
the stage on my back but I didn't miss a beat and still had the
microphone in my hand! Everyone thought it was part of the show but
my band mates gave me shit for a while about that one. Recently,
with my 25-pound chain that I use as a prop in a song, I whacked my
head and had a huge lump on my forehead for about three weeks."






As a female in a male-dominated genre, was there
ever a problem with being taken seriously? "Yes, in my early days I
was told to get the anger roughness out of my voice, I learned lots
of instruments: bass, guitar, keyboards, but there was a period of
time I couldn't get dudes to jam with me. Now it's to be put in
categories and booked with female-fronted bands."






"Thank You for the opportunity to express
ourselves as women in Metal! We are starting to record next week
with Juan Urtega ( Machine Head, Testament etc.) and are hoping for
some new music by January 2012 . Also look for mini-movie for our
song "Masters of Manipulation" in 2012.







www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Death-Under-Fire/501321985037?sk=info

www.myspace.com/deathunderfire

www.facebook.com/#!/threadmetal
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Sara Jackson

Age 23

Columbia, SC USA






"As a training classical singer, I have
been extremely inspired by Symphonic Metal vocalists. While other
sopranos at my school grew up wanting to be like Maria Callas, I
got my inspiration from Tarja Turunen, Floor Jansen, and Heidi
Parviainen. I don't think that I would appreciate opera and
classical music as much as I do today if I had not realized how
powerful the operatic voice can be through Symphonic
Metal!"






"Darkwell (Austria) was one of the
first extreme Metal bands that I ever heard. I had never heard that
approach before, and I immediately loved her soft vocals in
contrast to the extreme instrumentation. I went out and bought a
full album and I have loved them ever since!"
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Monse

Age 33

Barcelona, Spain






www.facebook.com/monsetorrent











"I currently don't listen much to new
bands, maybe Tarja is one of the few singers that's worth it for
me. I'm a bit stuck in the 80's and 90's. I think the best Metal
females were in these years (Doro, Ann Boleyn, Janet Gardner,
etc.)"
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Blackened Death Metal band Insentient, from
Norwalk, CA USA, features Leslie Medina. Her husband plays guitar
in the band. She talks about being a female in a male-dominated
genre, and was there ever a problem with being taken seriously?
"Since I can remember. When scanning the crowd during performances
I can recall viewing a few guys in the crowd with their arms
crossed as they picked apart every aspect of my playing. Its only
once the set was done that some could not concede that there was a
level of musicianship that was present and since nothing could be
said many would stay silent; however over time its something you
just learn to ignore."






What is she sick of seeing in the Metal scene
these days? "I am sick of seeing that lack of support for Metal
shows and how the scene is so divided. So many promoters are out to
make money and multiple shows are going on at the same time, making
it difficult for good turnouts at shows."






How does Leslie think people perceive the 'Metal
Chick' label? "The 'Metal Chick' label is perceived as nothing more
than a gimmick which is why its so hard for many female musicians
to be taken seriously. It is a label that needs to be ditched
all-together. The only reference that needs to be made about a
female performer is musician, gender aside because it should not
matter."






"Best stage moment had to be at The Blvd in East
Los Angeles. The crowd and atmosphere was great. There was a row of
guys head-banging and wind-milling while we played one of our
songs."






"One band I can think of that I like is
Matriarch with the blend of operatic, Black Metal and Death Metal
vocals and overall unique sound."






"I think that the Carnifex Metal books are a
great tool for bands, fans and everyone in the Metal scene. It
helps provide a support network for everyone who loves Metal. Keep
it up Armand! To fans of Metal, get out there and support as many
bands as you can."







www.facebook.com/pages/Insentient/281381605212810

www.myspace.com/insentientofficial

www.youtube.com/insentientofficial
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Roxxi Gunnes

Age 40

Philadelphia, PA USA






www.novemberwolf.com











"So many new genres have been created
and are being created that this becomes a difficult question. As
far as what I go to see and what I allow to possess me as part of
an audience would be Death Metal. It's almost like its music in
tune with my bones and it effects me with its power and energy in a
very physical way."
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Lizzy Mean, of Detroit, MI USA-based Manic's
Rage, talks about the birth of the band and her role: "That's a
story. My ex was the singer for this band, actually he started this
band. After we split, the band wanted to stay with me. So we
changed our name a bit (from Mister Manic to Manic's Rage) and got
a new singer who was once in a friend's band that played the
Detroit scene for years. After that I decided to not date anyone in
my band. It just makes things complicated. So my guy now is a huge
music fan, we went to high school together and he was taking
pictures for a friend's band that we all went to school with and
who my band plays shows with now. That's how we met up later in
life. He loves the fact that I am in a band and a drummer, he tells
everyone."






As a female in a male-dominated genre, was there
ever a problem with being taken seriously? "As a female we all know
how hard it is for the guys to take us seriously, until we show
them we are in it for the long haul and have just as much talent. I
started in a band back in the mid-90's when girl drummers were
almost unheard of. I got the usual "drum solo" from drunk guys in
the audience. Until they saw me play. Then they usually ended up
fans and said how cool it was to see a girl hit the skins."






What is Lizzy sick of seeing in the Metal scene
these days? "Personally I hate the grunting type of vocals, the
kind where you have no clue what the hell they are even saying. I
got into Metal when bands like Anthrax, Megadeth, Metallica, Slayer
and Pantera were the shit. Judas Priest, Iron Maiden and others
that were and still are the Metal gods. I know a lot of younger
people would disagree but to me, that's what Metal was and to me,
still is."






How does she think people perceive the 'Metal
Chick' label? "This is a good and funny question. I can not tell
you how many times I show up at a show and get the same question,
'are you the bass player? Nope, then you must be the singer? Nope,
I'm the drummer.' The look on their face is usually shock and then
they smile and say 'that's fuckin' cool!' Not to put down any
singers or bass players out there, I used to play bass in this very
band I am in now. So I have much respect for any instrument a girl
can play and show the guys we are just as good and cool as
them."
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Weirdest place she found a female Metal fan?
"Everywhere I go! Since I have pink and purple hair and sleeves of
tattoos I always get the 'where do you work that you can look like
that?' I tell them I own my own business and that I am a drummer in
a band. They always say 'that is so cool I love girl drummers.'
This happens in stores, the doctor's office and just about anywhere
I am."






Best stage moment? "I would have to say back in
1998 or 1999, we played the Expo of The Extreme in Chicago and got
the pleasure of opening for Motorhead. I am up on stage getting
ready to set up my drums and guys surrounded me from the Motorhead
crew and said 'we are here to set you up and get whatever you
need.' Wow, is this how the rock stars live? I could so get used to
this."
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Most embarrassing Metal moment? "Once we played
this place in Detroit and they had no carpet under the drums and I
forgot my crash pad. The place was pretty packed and we started
playing, as I started hitting the drums. My snare stand and kick
drum started sliding away from me. I was stretching my legs to
reach and no matter what they would not stop. I try to make that a
rule of playing that no matter what happens don't stop. So once the
guys in my band realized this, the singer and guitar player came
and put their feet in front of a drum to hold it in place. This
went on the whole show. So what I thought was a horrible show
turned out to be one of our best. Of course a boob popping out
could have been another embarrassing moment."






"We give out free CD's to anyone who wants to
write us. We would rather give stuff away to get fans over making
money and just have people love our stuff. So write us and visit
our pages, we have tons of photos up! Listen to our songs and give
us a shout. I love meeting and hooking up with new bands or just
meeting cool people into cool music."






www.facebook.com/Lizzymean

www.facebook.com/manicsrage

manicsrage@aol.com
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Lisa Scalise, of Little Rock, AR USA-based
symphonic Black Metal band Fallen Empire, says she's never had a
problem being a female in the male-dominated Metal genre. "I have
never personally encountered that kind of discrimination because I
simply do not allow it. I am confident in my role in our band and
don't feel the need to listen to any of that mess. Everyone has
been very supportive and I think that comes from having a great
Metal scene in our community."






How does she think people perceive the 'Metal
Chick' label? "It's different for everyone. To some people it just
means a kickass girl who loves Metal, and for others they probably
think all Metal chicks are drunks who party way too hard. I don't
really know. It's no different, really, from dudes being referred
to as Metalheads. I don't get offended by the term. If someone
calls me a Metal chick I would just throw them the horns and say
damn right."






What is Lisa sick of seeing in the Metal scene
these days? "Metal elitists. I am tired of the division caused
between people who constantly want to compare subgenres and fight
over it. That's immature. It's all heavy, let's be a family. If you
don't like something then say your peace and move on. It's nothing
to fight about."
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Female band or female fronted band she loves the
most? "In terms of Metal I would say Dark Castle. Stevie Floyd is
an amazing vocalist/songwriter/guitarist."






Most embarrassing Metal moment? "At one of our
shows earlier this year we were setting up to play and our drummer,
Will, accidentally tripped over my adapter and ripped it from my
keyboard, causing me to be unable to play that show. I had to watch
from the crowd as the rest of the band played. It was cool seeing
them play but it sucked not being able to jam. Haha, good
times."






"My husband is a musician as well. He is really
talented and I hope to start a band with him where I can do
vocals."






www.facebook.com/fallenempire
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Catherine Gillies

Age 24

Glasgow, Scotland






hipster01cg@hotmail.com











"I love Thrash Metal because it's rapid
and fast and makes me excited and immediately improves my mood.
There's also a lot of punk influence there and the lyrics can be
about stuff that people don't normally want to sing about in the
pop world like war and death and destruction and sometimes having a
really good time."
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Jadetiger

Age 43

East Rutherford, NJ USA






www.misteria-dominas.com











"Doro Pesch of Warlock. She was the
first female I ever saw who actually did real Metal like a guy. I
always liked Pat Benatar and Heart but though they rocked they
still didn't have that edge I was looking for. That is until I saw
the video for "Fight for Rock." I knew I wanted to be like her and
do the music that made you want to open yourself up and
rock."

"I am a Professional Dominatrix, fetish
and horror performer, dancer and singer in Liquid Renegade's cover
band."
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Katie Saarikko, of Canberra, ACT,
Australia-based Black Metal band Hell Mary, tells us how she thinks
people perceive the 'Metal Chick' label: "It depends what country
you are in. I did notice in some countries (Netherland and Germany
in particular) men referred to females in the Metal scene as
'bitches', which disgusted me. Whether they are in a band or
behaving like groupies, this should not be acceptable. 'Metal
chick' seems to be something that younger girls in the scene would
apply to themselves as they are still trying to find their
identity. I am just a person that happens to listen to and play
metal."






As a female in a male-dominated genre, was there
ever a problem with being taken seriously? "Absolutely, and still
to this day. I've noticed that often when a female is playing on
stage people will pick apart her musicianship more so than males. I
think it comes down to men not enjoying having women scream at them
too. Not playing music in a specific genre/scene is also an issue
that has had nothing to do with being female. My band is not Metal
enough for Metal shows or too heavy for everything else."






What is Katie sick of seeing in the Metal scene
these days? "Bands that replicate other bands, mainly from the
80's, and then achieve instant success, shows, releases, tours
because people are nostalgic for the old stuff. Well, listen to the
old stuff."
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Weirdest place she found a female Metal fan?
"Beside me, in my office cubicle at work."






Female band or female fronted band she loves the
most? "Dead Can Dance, their beautiful music means a lot to me.
It's like someone has written out my thoughts and feelings and
recorded it. I also love Amesoeurs, Audrey Sylvain has a wonderful,
ethereal voice and creates a dark atmosphere."






Best stage moment? "I can never really remember
being on stage, it is like a therapy session."






Most embarrassing Metal moment? "Probably people
shouting stupid comments at me when I am on stage or making
mistakes."






kuolemantuoja@gmail.com
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Margriet - Vocals
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Asrai, from Schiedam, the Netherlands, features
three Gothic Metal females: Margriet Mol (vocals), Manon van der
Hidde (keys) and Karin Mol (drums).






Their favorite female musicians?
"Margriet: Diamanda Gallas,
She’s a real vocal artist. She’s able to lighten the dark side in
music."

Manon: "Grog,
Dies of Fluid, she looks incredibly tough and at the same time
vulnerable and emotional. Jessica from Scarling: her power is just
the opposite; she has a very vulnerable voice that really kicks in.
Karin and Margriet, Asrai, because they are in the music scene for
such a long time and still going on; doing the things that their
hearts tell them to do. Regardless what other people think and tell
them to do."

Karin:
"Margriet, Asrai, because she is not only a special person to me,
but also a remarkable singer. Listening to her voices I’m in an
emotional rollercoaster. Also Piritta Lumous form Manzana. I loved
her energy on stage. I like bands who are an intense spirit and
have an energy that gives me the desire to be on stage as
well."






As a female in a male-dominated genre,
was there ever a problem with being taken seriously?
Margriet: "Of course sometimes there
are moments that some people don’t take you as serious as they do a
male musician. We experienced that more often when we started as a
girl's band. Especially in time when there was a band with a porn
act. Their people showed up, not for music but for more then they
ever could get (or in this cause never could catch). That brought
girl-bands in some nasty situations, when people expected all bands
to be like that. Luckily they were just a one-day fly. Besides that
we never experienced a problem with being taken seriously, with
real talented musicians."






How does Karin think people perceive the 'Metal
Chick' label? "People love to label persons, so as soon as they
think you’re fit in a certain image they will call you like
that."
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Karin - Drums

What is Margriet sick of seeing in the Metal
scene these days? "We see a lot a bands who are floating on success
of others without be original, and to be true to themselves.
Something that irritates us in the scene are bands who are dressed
up, play music without living it. And get famous with it."






Most embarrassing Metal moment?
Margriet: "When we had an interview
with an Italian Metal magazine, their questions were so patronizing
and pathetic. About watching porn in the tour bus, like the band
would do that. How to deal with puffy eyes and the size of our
make-up bag. It is really embarrassing when they ask questions that
shows their short-sighted interpretation of the music scene, acting
like they are a Metal magazine but turn out to be another type of
mag."
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Best stage moment? Karin: "There were several moments which felt
really good. One of them was our first gig, after releasing our
album Touch in the Dark; when
the first band member entered the stage, the whole crowed started
to cheer. That really gets you in the mood! When we played in
Poland, we were there for the very first time. In front of the
stage they were yelling our lyrics. We didn’t expect that, but what
a kick it was. On that same tour we played in France and the
audience there was so enthusiastic that even Margriet had to join
them and had to put her hands together. It’s great to experience
that your music is crossing borders. Every time when you see that
you've touched your audience with our music, when you get so much
back from the audience, it's a special feeling that you can’t
compare with anything."
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Manon - Keys

Is your boyfriend/husband/significant
other a musician? Margriet:
"No, it costs your relationship."

Manon:
"No."

Karin: "I’m
really happy he’s not. Once I had a relationship with another
musician, and the competition between our bands really turns me
off. In our band we’re all equal to each other and I noticed that
in bands who involved a couple (boy-girlfriend). There are
difference in the position in the band, often it’s the couple and
the rest of the band. And how many bands had to quit after breaking
up the relationship."






www.asrai.net


http://www.facebook.com/pages/Asrai/26526378629

asrai@kabelfoon.nl
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Scarlett Dark, of Hayward, CA USA-based LIPSHOK,
tells us about the sound of the band: "Lipshok is gothic,
symphonic, and somewhat progressive Metal...dark and ethereal."






"Metal Chick to me is associated with
unintelligence, sexual exploitation, and sometimes
shallow-mindedness. I have a college degree, I am a mom, and my day
job is as a tennis pro, so I definitely do not fit a mold of a
chick in a Metal band. Although I believe things are changing and
there are many more like me now that can often be misjudged or
stereotyped."
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Best moment? "Playing at Santa Rita County Jail
in Dublin, CA. There is nothing like performing for 400 men
screaming 'I Love You'."






Worst? "I had a show where my hair got stuck in
the bass pegs and I couldn't get it out for almost an entire song.
And then that same night I got hit in the head by the bass. And the
bass player happens to be my husband so it's become a family
joke."
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Is your husband a musician? "Yes, he's the bass
player, and we met when he joined Lipshok. He is my biggest
supporter and biggest critic at the same time. And we have a son
who is an awesome drummer. Plus he can lift all my equipment and
set up my wireless mic and in-ear monitors for me."






"Hey, one thing I've learned after doing this
for a long time is never take yourself too seriously. Lipshok has
been around, released 2 CDs, and in between those times we were a
working corporate cover dance/party band making good money. I've
learned to always be true to your heart and your spirit in your
music and your writing and always believe in yourself and don't
really give a fuck what anybody else thinks. I also sing in a
Thrash Metal band by the name of Suburban Paranoia...I have a show
in November of 2011 with both bands, one right after the other,
than I am definitely looking extremely forward to. How many Metal
chicks do that?"






"By the way, the name "lipshok" came from
getting my lips shocked on the microphone and spelled without the
"c" purposely for uniqueness..."






www.lipshok2000.com

www.facebook.com/lipshok
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